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• What is bivocational ministry? 
• Why choose it? 
• Where can you find it? 
• Who is the bivocational minister? 
 
Veteran bivocational minister and author Dennis Bickers answers these 
basic questions in establishing the work of bivocational ministry. 
Simply defined, it is the professional ministry of any pastor or salaried 
church leader who also has other sources of income. Traditionally, it is 
a ministry that has been treated as second-class and less than ideal, but 
Bickers celebrates its benefits and rewards, even as he acknowledges its 
challenges. 

 
This compact volume meets a critical need in the emergent church as it offers creative and 
practical insight into a time-tested, if not always honored, paradigm for ministry in the twenty-
first century. 
 
Offers readers: 

• A basic overview of the nature of bivocational 
ministry 

• A look at the rewards and challenges of 
bivocational ministry 

• A view of a week in the life of the 
bivocational minister 

• An exploration of how bivocational ministry 
can work for the local church 

• Practical tools to aid the bivocational minister 
in the common challenges of sermon 
planning, compensation, and goal setting 

 
Who is the book for? 

• Those in or considering bivocational ministry 
• The small, often rural church  
• The emergent church seeking new ways of 

meeting congregational needs 
• Seminarians 
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“The call to bivocational ministry is no less valid than the call 
to a fully-funded ministry. It is simply a call to a different type 

of ministry that is needed by many of our churches today.” 
—from the Introduction 

 
 
Publicity and Marketing 

• Print ads in The Living Pulpit, Rev. Leadership Resources, Congregations, Clergy 
Journal, and Baptist Today 

• Direct mail campaign 
 
 
About the Author: 

Dennis W. Bickers worked as a bivocational minister for twenty 
years. He is the National Project Director of BivoNet, a ministry 
to the bivocational ministers of American Baptist Churches USA, 
and also serves as an area resource minister for ABC of Indiana 
and Kentucky. Bickers is a member of the advisory board for the 
Bivocational Ministry Center at Campbellsville University. He is 
the author of three books on the subject of bivocational and small 
church ministry.  
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